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I N T R O D U C T I O N
“To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven.” 

—ECCLESIASTES 3:1

Gardening by the Light of the Moon is a unique kind of gardening book. Unlike most gardening

books it does not tell you how to garden. Gardening by the Light of the Moon tells you when

to garden. 

Timing is everything. By learning to garden by the cycles of the moon you will discover that

every day is a good day for some activity in the garden. You will become aware of how to match

up the right time to the right activity.  And once you get the hang of it you will see that your

plants will love you.

Gardening by the Light of the Moon is based on the idea that the moon is earth’s celestial

clock.  As the moon circles in the sky above, its changing light keeps time for us here on earth.

As the moon goes, so goes the garden.

Following the cycles of the moon is not new. It has been practiced since ancient days when

native peoples used the moon to predict the growth cycles of plants, animals and the tides.

Modern scientific studies agree that these same principles can be used successfully today.  

Welcome to the world of gardening by the moon. I hope that you will find this book an easy

and enjoyable way to make your garden grow!

To my Mother, 

with Love
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H O W  TO  U S E  T H I S  B O O K

Gardening by the Light of the Moon is easy to use even if you don’t understand how or why it

works.   If you are the type of gardener who can’t wait to get your hands in the dirt, please skip

to Part II — THE DAILY GARDEN CALENDAR, find today’s date and get right to work. But before

you dig in make sure to read over the GLOSSARY OF GARDEN TERMS (pages 11-12) to familiar-

ize yourself with the terms used in the Calendar.

If, on the other hand, you’d like to learn more about how the phases of the moon correspond

to every aspect of gardening and why each moon phase relates either to planting, maintaining

or harvesting, be sure to read Part I. 

No matter what type of gardener you are, Gardening by the Light of the Moon will work in any

location. This is because the principles of gardening by the cycles of the moon are the same

whether you live in New England, New Mexico or New Zealand. All you have to do is apply

the suggestions in The Daily Calendar to your own locale. For example, if it’s January and

snowing where you live, you can use a suggestion to work the soil with your houseplants. If you

live in a hot climate where winter is the primary growing season, apply the same recommenda-

tion to your garden outdoors.

Extra space has been provided on each page of The Daily Calendar for any garden notes

and reflections that you may wish to add.

Yin and Yang

The biggest obstacle when you begin gardening by the

moon is you. In today’s technology-based world most of

us have a Yang or active approach to life and we expect

nature to do what we want when we want it. 

When you observe the cycles of the moon it is the other

way around and instead of leading you are allowing the

rhythms of nature to guide you. 

This Yin or passive approach of waiting until the right

time is foreign to most of us.  

Instead of making a garden, let the garden make you.
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Welcome to the world of gardening by the phases of the moon! 

This section contains a detailed explanation of the connections between the 

phases of the moon and the garden. 

It can be read for instruction as well as for enjoyment.

Every month the moon goes through a waxing phase 

when it looks brighter and a waning phase when it looks darker. 

Both phases are good for the garden, but each has a different purpose.

T      QR     S

T H E  P H A S E S  O F  T H E  M O O N
We see the moon increasing and decreasing but it is always the moon.

—THICH NHAT HANH

PA R T O N E
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THE WAXING MOON
The waxing moon emerges in the night sky as a thin sliver of light that appears to grow bigger

over the next two weeks. In the world of the garden the waxing phase of increasing light is con-

sidered the best time of the lunar month for garden activities that promote growth.  Some sug-

gestions for the two-week growth phase include sowing seeds, planting, transplanting, re-pot-

ting, potting on, trimming and pruning for growth.

THE WANING MOON 
The waning moon is a time when the light of the moon appears to shrink and grow smaller over

a two-week period. The waning moon corresponds to a decrease in the growth cycle. But it is

also the preferred time to plant bulbs, root crops (carrots, potatoes, etc) and perennials. The

reasoning is that in order to grow year after year these trees, flowers and vegetables store the

bulk of their energy in their root systems underground which corresponds to the time when the

light of the moon is also decreasing or going “down under”.

The waning moon is also a good time to perform garden maintenance. Garden maintenance

includes garden clean-up, working the soil, destroying insects, controlling pests, weeding, trim-

ming, tying back, and burning brush.    

R

T

OO

WAXING

RIGHT HAND

WANING

LEFT HAND

WAXING OR WANING? 
How can you tell if the moon is waxing or waning? 

Here’s a foolproof method that’s easy to remember. 

When the moon is a crescent, make a C shape with each

of your hands. Hold your cupped hands up to the moon.

If the crescent fits into your right hand, the moon is 

waxing. If the crescent fits into your left hand, 

the moon is waning.
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Q

� Now that you know about waxing and waning, the next step is to find out when the waxing

phase ends and the waning phase begins. Fortunately, there are two indicators that are very easy

to recognize and they are both completely free of charge. These indicators are called the 

New Moon and the Full Moon. 

THE NEW MOON
On the night of the New Moon the moon has come up and set during the daylight hours so dur-

ing the night the moon is “dark”, or not visible. In the days after the New Moon the light of the

moon begins to increase once again.  At the New Moon planetary fluids (water, blood as well

as emotions) are at the lowest level of the lunar month. The darkness of the New Moon sug-

gests an ideal setting for fertility. Although planting is not advised on the actual day of the New

Moon, the New Moon phase is the signal that indicates the beginning of a two-week period of

planting, increase and growth.

O

THE FULL MOON
On the night of the Full Moon the moon rises at the same time the Sun sets. During the night,

the moon is visible as it lights up the sky. The Full Moon is the signal that indicates the begin-

ning of the decreasing light. At the Full Moon, fluids (water, blood, as well as emotions) are at

the highest level of the lunar month. The total illumination of the night sky at the Full Moon

often coincides with a high rate of “emotional” tides in humans, animals and plants. The Full

Moon is not the time for planting but it is the time for harvesting.
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T H E  Z O D I A C  A N D  T H E  G A R D E N

As the Moon changes from New to Full each month, 

it also passes through a narrow band in the sky called the Zodiac. 

The Zodiac is like to a narrow circle of celestial wallpaper 

that is divided into twelve parts called signs. 

The Zodiac circle begins with the sign of Aries the Ram, 

is followed by Taurus the Bull, Gemini the Twins, 

Cancer the Crab, Leo the Lion, Virgo the Virgin, Libra the Scales, 

Scorpio the Scorpion, Sagittarius the Archer, Capricorn the Goat, 

Aquarius the Water Bearer and ends with Pisces the Fishes. 

The moon travels through the twelve Zodiac signs in one month.

In the past, many Native American tribes followed the tradition of marking time by the Full

Moon. Each Full Moon was given a name that reflected an important aspect of the natural

world for that time of the year. Naming the Full Moons reveals an innate understanding of the

relationship between the moon and the seasons of the earth. If the names do not apply to your

weather zone, try creating your own.

F U L L  M O O N S  I N  2 0 0 5
January 25 Wolf Moon

February 24 Snow Moon 

March 25 Maple Sugar Moon 

April 24 Planter's Moon

May 23 Flower Moon 

June 22 Strawberry Moon

July 21 Thunder Moon 

August 19 Moon of the Green Corn 

September 18 Harvest Moon

October 17 Moon of Falling Leaves

November 16 Beaver Moon

December 15 Long Night Moon

O
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AIR

EARTH WATER

FIRE
A
E
I

C
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J
F

D
H
L

ARIES THE RAM

LEO THE LION

SAGITTARIUS 
THE ARCHER

TAURUS THE BULL

CAPRICORN THE GOAT

VIRGO THE VIRGIN

GEMINI THE TWINS

AQUARIUS 
THE WATER CARRIER

LIBRA THE SCALES

CANCER THE CRAB

SCORPIO THE SCORPION

PISCES THE FISH

NEW MOON

FULL MOON

LAST
QUARTER

FIRST
QUARTER

FIRE ARIES, LEO AND SAGITTARIUS BARREN

AIR GEMINI AND AQUARIUS BARREN

EARTH TAURUS AND CAPRICORN FERTILE

WATER CANCER, SCORPIO AND PISCES FERTILE

EX C E P T I O N S T O T H I S R U L E:
AIR LIBRA SEMI-FERTILE

EARTH VIRGO SEMI-BARREN

ELEMENT                  ZODIAC SIGN                          FERTILITY

THE SIGNS AND THE ELEMENTS
How do you know if it is the right Moon sign to plant, to maintain or to harvest? The first

step is to divide the twelve zodiac Signs into four groups called the Elements. The four

Elements are named fire, earth, air and water. Beginning with the sign of Aries and the first

element of fire we find that Aries is a fire sign. Following this pattern Taurus is an earth sign,

Gemini is air, and Cancer is water and so on around the zodiac.

The elements of fire and air are regarded as hot, dry and masculine. When the Moon is in

Aries, Leo, Sagittarius, Gemini, or Aquarius the hot and dry element encourages barrenness.

However, barren and dry times are very good for activities that are designed to stop growth.

These include harvesting, weeding, pruning, working the soil and destroying garden pests.   

Although the Moon in Libra is also an air sign, it is regarded as semi-fertile and is used for

planting flowers.

Earth and water signs are regarded as moist, wet and feminine. When the Moon is in Taurus

and Capricorn, Cancer, Scorpio or Pisces the moist and wet elements promote fertility and

these days are favorable for sowing seeds and for planting. 

Although the Moon in Virgo is also in an earth sign it is regarded as semi-barren and is

favorable for planting sturdy vines that do not bear fruit.

SIGNS AND ELEMENTS IN THE GARDEN

THE CIRCLE OF LIGHT 
The light of the moon changes as it circles around the zodiac every 28-30 days. The moon stays in
each zodiac sign for about two and a half days. The twelve signs are also divided into Elements:

Fire, Earth, Air and Water.
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� A detailed explanation of the most frequently used terms in the Daily Garden Calendar

PLANTS
The Daily Garden Calendar divides plants into perennials, root crops, bulbs and annuals. 

PERENNIAL PLANTS are like old friends; they keep coming back to the garden year after year.

Trees, shrubs and roses are perennials as are many flowers, fruits and vegetables. The list that

follows includes some common varieties of perennials and is intended only as a general guide.

Perennial fruits and vegetables include artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, raspberries, rhubarb

and strawberries. Other perennials include vines, roses, and shrubs and fruit trees. Common

perennial herbs include rosemary and lavender. For more details on perennial flowers consult

Taylor’s Guide to Perennials or visit www.thegardenhelper.com.

ROOT CROPS can be either annuals or perennials but store the major part of their energy

below ground. Root crops include beets, carrots, garlic, leeks and onions, potatoes, radishes,

turnips. 

BULBS store the major part of their energy below ground. Common bulbs include amaryllis,

crocus, daffodils, gladiolas, hyacinths, iris, lilies, paper whites and tulips. 

ANNUAL PLANTS live only one season. Many flowers and most vegetables fall into this cate-

gory. Annual flowers make a lively showing of color in the garden and require very little atten-

tion. Annuals are divided into two categories; those with outside seeds and those with inside

seeds.

ANNUALS with OUTSIDE SEEDS are lettuces and leafy greens, cabbages, celery and cauli-

flower, broccoli and corn. Common herbs are basil, oregano. Seasonal flowers include calen-

dula, impatiens, pansies, petunias and snapdragons.

GLOSSARY OF GARDENING TERMSGUIDELINES FOR DETERMING MOON DAYS
These guidelines are for those hardy souls who want a formula so they can figure out the moon

days for themselves. Everyone else can just move on to the Calendar where it’s all done for you.

1. Observe the phase of the moon. Is it waxing or waning, New or Full? 

Read the appropriate section for that moon phase.

2. Consult an astrological calendar and make a note of the moon sign.

Notice the element and determine if the sign is barren or fertile.

3. Combine the moon phase with the moon sign. 

4. Figure out an appropriate garden activity.

Q&A
DEAR MOON LADY,

I figured out that the moon is in the sign of Cancer and I want to plant but the moon

is in a waning phase. What should I do in my garden today?  

—A grateful garden goddess

DEAR GGG,

Hmmm, I see your dilemma. The light of the moon is getting weaker but it is in a

fertile sign that is simply ripe for planting! If the season is right in your weather

zone, I’d say your best bet is to set out potatoes. If the weather isn’t cooperating, an

indoor bulb would do just as well. Roots and bulbs that store the bulk of their ener-

gy underground will thrive when planted as the moon is going down under. 

Happy hoeing!

—ML
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ANNUALS with INSIDE SEEDS are beans, cucumbers, eggplants, melons, peas, peaches, pep-

pers, pumpkins and squash and tomatoes.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
� There are some times in the month when planting is not advised. These are the days that are favorable for

activities that do not directly promote growth like keeping weeds down and destroying insects.

In the Daily Garden Calendar the term Garden Maintenance refers to:

� Controlling insects and pests

� Cleaning tools and maintaining records

� Digging beds and ditches, working the soil, mulching

� Reading gardening books and catalogues, ordering seeds and plants

� Weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing, and cutting back

� Visiting garden nurseries 

O

All moon phases used in Part II are calculated for Greenwich Mean Time. 

Moon phase dates and times are available on the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s web site at

http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov

J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 5
W I N T E R

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON

JANUARY 1–9            JANUARY 10      JANUARY 11–24         JANUARY 25 

WANING WAXING

Q      RS      T

January is named after Janus, the two-faced Roman god. 
With one face turned back towards the past and 

the other looking ahead into the future, 
Janus is a reminder that the gardens of tomorrow 

grow from the seeds of yesterday.

3

PA R T T W OG A R D E N G L O S S A R Y



“To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven.” 
—ECCLESIASTES 3:1
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
JA N U A RY  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Unless you live in a warm climate where winter is the growing season, 

apply the suggestions to indoor plants. Water at any time during the lunar month.

JANUARY 1-2 WANING VIRGO MOON Semi-barren          

The New Year begins with a waning moon (decreasing in light),

which is a signal that it is time to plant perennials, root crops and

bulbs and to perform garden maintenance. Take a tip from Janus and

use these days for looking both backwards and forwards by using the

failures as well as the triumphs of last year’s garden to plan the gar-

den of your dreams. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

JANUARY 3-4-5 LAST QUARTER LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

The next week is good for fertilizing houseplants that are already in

bloom. Amaryllis and Poinsettias are using up much of their energy

and will welcome a little food. To avoid root burn, water thoroughly

before fertilizing. Houseplants with hairy leaves, especially African

violets, hate getting their leaves wet, so humor them by fertilizing

and watering their roots from below.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Because this “old” moon is

considered the weakest phase

in the lunar cycle for growth,

the wise word is: DO NOT PLANT.

Moreover, in most zones it is

winter and the natural world is

taking a well-earned rest even

if the human population is still

hard at work.

BEST DAYS IN JANUARY

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

PLANT: Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 1-2, 25-31

HARVEST: 1-2, 25-31

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1-9, 25-31

FERTILIZE: 1-9, 25-31

DO NOT PLANT: 3-9

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 10-16

PREPARE SOIL: 10-24

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 17-24

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

If you would be happy for a week, take a wife.

If you would be happy for a month, kill a pig,

If you would be happy all your life, plant a garden.
—CHINESE PROVERB



-17--16-

January 6-7 LA S T QU A R T E R SC O R P I O MO O N Very fruitful and productive 

The last quarter moon is a time to perk up those dusty houseplants by giving them a mid-winter

bath. Indoor varieties with strong fleshy leaves, like jade plants, will particularly enjoy this. Fill up

a bathtub or sink with tepid water and a little liquid soap. With one hand over the top of the pot to

retain the soil, tip the plant upside down and submerge the foliage for a minute. Shake off excess

water and watch them glow.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 7-8 LA S T QU A R T E R SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N Barren and dry              

This “old” Moon is in the last and darkest phase of the lunar cycle. Planting is not advised but these

are perfect moon days for getting rid of holiday greens. Living Christmas trees can be set out of doors

in their containers to resume their natural cycle. Other methods of tree disposal are burning or recy-

cling. Be sparing if you add pine branches to the compost because the needles are high in acid.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 9-10 NEW CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive 

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. In 2005

the January New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Capricorn, the Sea-Goat.  If you live in a warm

zone where winter is the growing season the next two weeks are the best times in January to sow

seeds and plant cuttings.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 11-12 WA X I N G AQ U A R I U S MO O N Barren and dry 

The increasing light of the waxing moon favors planting annuals with outside seeds. If housebound,

browse garden catalogues (my favorite is White Flower Farm) or surf the web for that perfect tomato. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 13-14 WA X I N G PI S C E S MO O N Very fruitful and productive

If you live in a warm zone this fertile waxing moon makes one of the best times this month to plant

or sow seeds of cool-loving annuals with outside seeds like impatiens and primroses or spinach and

kale. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 15-16-17 WA X I N G AR I E S MO O N Barren and dry 

Continue planting annuals with outside seeds. Seeds sown under an Aries moon are traditionally

believed to have a quick germination rate. In Britain according to A Miscellany of Garden Wisdom by

Bernard Schofield, January 17 was known as the annual date to toast the health of fruit trees by

“wassailing” them. This custom is continued today in the apple-growing region of Washington State. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

S
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January 18-19 FIRST QUARTER TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive  

Houseplants tend to get root-bound in the winter. The first quarter moon is a time for transplanting

or re-potting. A Taurus moon favors short but sturdy growth and a strong root system.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 20-21   FI R S T QU A R T E R GE M I N I MO O N

Barren and dry

Indoors or out, the increasing light of the waxing moon is good for sowing

herbs with outside seeds, like mustard. Remember to set out plenty of seed

to encourage birds to the garden.

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 22-23-24 FI R S T QU A R T E R CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive

If you live in one of the warmer zones, sow annuals with inside seeds like peas under the light of this

fertile moon for plumpness and a sweet taste. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 25-26 FULL MOON IN LEO                                             Barren and dry

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Leo the Lion signals the completion of the growth phase of the

last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this practice

is that the Full Moon correlates with the time when fluids (and the sap inside a plant) have risen to

their monthly high.  If you live in a sun-kissed zone, citrus fruits will be at the peak of juiciness and

ripe for the picking.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 27-28-29 WA N I N G VI R G O MO O N Semi-barren

Unless you live in a temperate zone the low light of winter is not the time for plant-

ing perennials and bulbs but it is certainly the time to order them. Look in your

favorite catalogue or search engine for summer and fall bulbs, roses, and azaleas.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

January 30-31 WA N I N G LI B R A MO O N Semi-fruitful

The word for these waning moon days is flowers. In Victorian times it was believed that a bouquet

of flowers could send a message. For example, a cactus plant spoke of the enduring (and possibly

prickly) nature of love, violets of everlasting faithfulness, freesias of the importance of trust. Daisies

were a symbol of innocence, red roses of passion and pink roses of love. Why not take this oppor-

tunity to brighten the short days and low winter light by “saying it with flowers”? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Q
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F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 5
W I N T E R

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON

FEBRUARY 2             FEBRUARY 8      FEBRUARY 16           FEBRUARY 24 

WANING WAXING

February comes from Februa, the Roman festival of purification.
Today this tradition is carried on in the form of spring-cleaning, 

which is as beneficial to the spirit as to the garden.

3

Q      RS      T

EVERYTHING I NEEDED TO KNOW, I LEARNED IN MY GARDEN

� a garden is nature’s medicine for an aching heart

� a garden gives you much more than it takes

� before you take from the garden you must give

� the successful gardener is the one who tries one more time than she fails

� sometimes no matter what you do, it doesn’t work

� life comes out of death

� gardeners are born and made

� the right tool for the job is a heavenly pleasure

� a garden helps you discover who you are

—PC
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
F E B R U A RY  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Unless you live in a warm climate where winter is the growing season,

apply the suggestions to indoor plants. Water at any time during the lunar month.

February 1  WA N I N G SC O R P I O MO O N Very fruitful nd productive

This is the day to cut branches for forcing indoors. Forsythia and apple branches are my favorites.

After pruning, place the branches in a container with plenty of water, the warm air inside will force

the blossoms to open weeks before their normal due date. Flowers will usually appear in 2 weeks. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 2-3  LA S T QU A R T E R SC O R P I O MO ON Very fruitful and productive

Don’t forget to save your old shoes for fertilizer! If they are made of 100% leather you can bury them

beneath the roots of your favorite tree. According to A Miscellany of Garden Wisdom, peach trees love

this type of “food”.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Though I am an old man,

I am yet a young gardener.
—THOMAS JEFFERSON

BEST DAYS IN FEBRUARY

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

PLANT: Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 1, 23-28

HARVEST: 1, 23-28

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 2-7, 23-28

FERTILIZE: 2-7, 23-28

DO NOT PLANT: 2-7

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 8-15

PREPARE SOIL: 8-22

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 16-22

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.
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February 4-5 LA S T QU A R T E R SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N Barren and dry 

The fading light of these last quarter moon days signals no planting.  Since a Sagittarius moon is said

to correspond to apples, make good use of these days by pruning apple trees or making applesauce

from last fall’s harvest.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 6-7  LA S T QU A R T E R CA P R I C O R N MO O N Fruitful and productive

Traditionally these days were called Dark Moon or Old Moon Days and were known as the ideal

time to dig ditches. Planting is not advised but plant maintenance is. Here’s a Two-for-One tip for

smooth, large leaf plants. Take a cotton ball, dip it in olive oil and carefully polish each leaf, back

and front. Although this is a time-consuming process plants will thrive on this TLC. At the same

time any insect larvae that might be lurking underside will be sent to Kingdom Come.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 8-9 NEW MOON IN AQUARIUS Barren and dry

Each New Moon signals the beginning of a fertile growth period that will last for the next two

weeks. This year the February New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Aquarius, the Water Bearer.

Chinese New Year, which is also based on the Lunar Calendar, begins on this New Moon. 2005 is

the Year of the Rooster.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 10-11 WA X I N G PI S C E S MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Because growth energy is increasing under this waxing moon these are perfect days to sow cool-

loving greens like spinach, chard and kale. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 12-13  WA X I N G AR I E S MO O N Barren and dry 

Continue to plant annuals with outside seeds for a quick germination under this waxing moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 14-15  WA X I N G TA U R U S MO O N Fruitful and productive 

For short, sturdy growth, plant cool-loving annuals with outside seeds like

impatiens or primroses under this fertile waxing moon. The increasing light

also signals the right time for transplanting and repotting.

________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

S

Y E A R  O F  T H E  RO OSTE R  2 0 0 5
The Chinese Year of the Rooster begins with the New Moon on February 9.

Because the crowing of the Rooster heralds the dawn, the Year of the Rooster is

considered a year of  awakenings. On the other hand, the Rooster’s aggressive

nature makes 2005 an unlucky year for marriage. In the garden, the Rooster

reminds us that it’s the early bird that gets the worm!



-27--26-

February 16-17-18 FI R S T QU A R T E R GE M I N I MO O N Barren and dry

Tools of all kinds come under the rulership of this Gemini moon. 

A handy homemade tool for houseplants is an old fork with its tines

bent at a 90’ angle to the handle. Use it as a mini-rake to stir up stale

soil in potted plants later on this month when the moon is waning.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 19-20 FI R S T QU A R T E R CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive

First quarter moon in a fertile sign is the best time of the lunar month to sow annuals with inside

seeds like tomatoes and peppers or early peas. Seeds can be encouraged to germinate faster by soak-

ing them.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 21-22 FI R S T QU A R T E R LE O MO O N Barren and dry

Under the increase of the moon it’s a good idea to take stock of the potted plants in your house or

garden and see which ones need “potting on”. Potting on is a gardening term for the transfer of a 

plant to a larger pot. While you are in the process remember to top-off the soil with a little 

compost.   

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

O

QFebruary  23-24-25 FULL MOON IN VIRGO Semi-barren

The light of the moon is at its brightest this month in the zodiac sign of Virgo, the sign of the Virgin.

This Full Moon corresponds to the element of earth and signals the completion of the growth phase

of the last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this     

practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time when fluids (sap inside the plant) 

have risen to their monthly high and are ripe for the picking. Depending on your zone, this 

is a good time to harvest citrus fruits, winter lettuce and spiky herbs like rosemary. 

Do not plant on the Full Moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

February 26-27-28 WA N I N G LI B R A MO O N Semi-fruitful  

Use the decrease of the moon to give your plants a face lift. Pinch out any dead or yellowing leaves

and stir up the soil in houseplants. Stirring provides aeration and prevents weeds. When you finish

garden maintenance, curl up with Plant This! by Ketzel Levine. Ms. Levine, better known on

National Public Radio as the Doyenne of Dirt, has written something quite unique — a funny gar-

dening book. Her zany style will keep you laughing as you learn many practical tips about 100 of

her favorite plants.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



-29--28-

M A R C H  2 0 0 5
S P R I N G

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON

MARCH 3                 MARCH 10      MARCH 17               MARCH 25 

WANING WAXING

March is named for the Roman god, Mars. In modern times Mars is
known as the god of war but the ancients knew him as the god of

spring. The first day of the spring season begins with the Equinox on
March 20. The Spring Equinox is the first seasonal marker in the year.

It is a day of equal balance between day and night.

MARCH 20
SPRING EQUINOX

This is the time, in March, when the sloe is white and

misty in the hedge-tagle by the stream, and on the

slope of the land the peach tree stands pink and alone. 

The almond blossom, silvery pink, is passing, 

but the peach, deep-toned, bluey, not at all ethereal,

this reveals itself like flesh, 

and the trees are like isolated individuals...

—D. H. LAWRENCE

3
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
M A RC H  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Unless you live in a warm climate where winter is the growing season,

apply the suggestions to indoor plants. Water at any time during the lunar month.

March 1-2   WA N I N G SC O R P I O MO O N

Very fruitful and productive

These waning moon days provide a good opportunity to

prune fruit trees or berry canes. Wait until after flowering to

prune winter flowers like poinsettias and shrubs. Mow to

slow down growth. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

March 3-4 WA N I N G SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N

Barren and dry

When the light of the moon is going “down under” it is time to

plant potatoes, onions and flowering bulbs like iris and lilies.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Do you know why Easter is some-

times celebrated in March and some-

times in April?

It’s because the movements of the

sun and the moon decide the date.

Easter comes each year on the first

Sunday after the first full moon that

follows the first day of spring. 

For example, in 2005, the first day

of spring is on March 20. The next

full moon is on March 25 and the

next Sunday is March 27, which is

Easter Sunday. Holidays such as

Easter or Passover that are based

on the cycles of the sun and moon

are called moveable 

holidays.

Show me your garden

and I’ll tell you who you are.

—ALVIN AUSTIN

BEST DAYS IN MARCH

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 1-2, 25-30

HARVEST: 1-2, 25-30

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1-9, 25-30

FERTILIZE: 1-9, 25-30

DO NOT PLANT: 3-9

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 10-16

PREPARE SOIL: 10-24

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 17-24

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.



-33--32-

March 5-6 L A S T Q U A R T E R C A P R I C O R N M O O N Fruitful and productive

Planting is not advised under the last quarter moon. But for a few laughs and some uncommon wis-

dom take a look at There’s a Hair in My Dirt! by cartoonist Gary Larson, of “Far Side” fame. In his

twisted style Larson gets across the real connection between humans and nature — all from the point

of view of a worm! Illustrated in comic book style, this gem is not just for kids. It’s a must-read for

everyone who loves digging in dirt.

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

March 7-8 L A S T Q U A R T E R A Q U A R I U S M O O N Barren and dry                                      

The last quarter moon is the time for garden maintenance and working the soil. Service garden

machinery and sharpen and oil garden tools, prepare beds by raking and removing winter mulch,

spray fruit trees and fertilize evergreens.

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

March 9-10  NEW MOON IN PISCES Very fruitful and productive

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks.

The March New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Pisces the Fishes. If you live in a tem-

perate zone where winter is the growing season, today is one of the best times in March to

sow seeds and plant cuttings. Both the Sun and Moon in the fruitful and productive sign

of Pisces make this a doubly auspicious time to kick off the 2005 Gardening Season.

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

March 11-12  WA X I N G A R I E S M O O N Barren and dry

Here’s a warning for seeds planted under this fire sign. They may have a tendency to be bitter or to sprout

too quickly and then bolt. Your best bet is to wait until the 13th when the moon is in a fertile sign.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 13-14-15 WA X I N G TA U R U S MO O N Fruitful and productive 

Here’s a waxing moon with the right stuff for planting spring annuals with outside seeds such as

strawberries, rhubarb and leafy greens, herbs and pansies, snapdragons and petunias.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 16-17 WA X I N G GE M I N I MO O N Barren and dry  

Because Gemini corresponds to long and stringy growth this moon is good for planting melon seeds

or seedlings.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

S
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March 18-19-20 FI R S T QU A R T E R CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive 

Plan to be busy for the next three days under the best planting moon in March. Sowing seeds or

planting annuals under this waxing moon will ensure quick germination, abundant growth and

sweet tasting fruits. Start eggplants (tropical natives with roots in Africa) for May planting.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

� M A R C H  2 0  • S P R I N G  E Q U I N O X

The first day of spring starts on the Spring Equinox 

and is the first seasonal marker of the year. 

The Spring Equinox is a day of equal balance between day and night. 

After the Equinox the light will lengthen each day, 

sending a signal to the plant world that it is time for growth to begin.

March 21-22  FI R S T QU A R T E R LE O MO O N Barren and dry  

Celebrate the first days of spring under this moon in a fire sign with a candle-lit garden tea party. If

you are still looking at a snow-covered garden, an indoor celebration with your houseplants will help

you keep sunshine in your heart.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 23-24 FI R S T QU A R T E R VI R G O MO O N Semi-barren  

These moon days are favorable for planting flowering-only vines like jasmine or morning glories. It

is also a good time to spray fruit trees with an organic mixture or to fertilize plants with diluted fish

emulsion.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 25  FULL MOON IN LIBRA                                Semi-fruitful

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Libra the Scales signals the completion of the growth phase of

the last two weeks.  Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this

practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant)

have risen to their monthly high. The March Full Moon is prime “sugaring” time in areas of the

country where maple trees are abundant. This is the prime time to make maple syrup because the 

sap in the trees is the highest of the season at the full moon. The next time you eat pan-

cakes consider the fact that it takes forty gallons of sap to make one gallon of maple

syrup.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 26-27 WA N I N G MO O N I N LI B R A Semi-fruitful

The waning moon is a favorable time to prune roses and hydrangeas and 

to sow root vegetables like beets and carrots and onion sets.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

�
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March 28-29 WA N I N G SC O R P I O MO O N Very fruitful and productive

During March most plants are like hungry babies and their need for fertilizer and water is at its

greatest as they begin to get ready for their spring growth spurt.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

March 30-31 WA N I N G SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N Barren and dry 

Remove dead and yellowing leaves from plants under the decrease of the moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

A P R I L  2 0 0 5
S P R I N G

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON

APRIL 2                    APRIL 8      APRIL 16                 APRIL 24 

WANING WAXING

April is derived from the Latin verb, APERIRE, which means to open. 
April is the second month of spring when the earth opens 
to give forth food for the body and flowers for the spirit.

Born in 1774, John Chapman (“Johnny Appleseed”),

was a rather eccentric nurseryman with a passion —

raising, planting, and distributing apple trees as far

and wide as he was physically able. He had extensive

knowledge of herbal medicine, was cheerful and

friendly, and often gave away his saplings to poor

farmers who couldn’t pay the six cents he charged.

3

Q      RS      T
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
A P R I L  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and 

a healthy dose of common sense. Water, as needed, during the lunar month.

April 1-2  WA N I N G CA P R I C O R N MO O N Fruitful and productive

These waning moon days are favorable for setting onions, planting out carrots and radishes and for

replanting garden urns with perennials like geraniums, ivy and lavender. This is also a good moon

to plant new roses.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 3-4 LA S T QU A R T E R AQ U A R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

Planting is not advised now that the light of the moon is disappearing. But the last quarter moon is

good for garden maintenance. It’s time to spray fruit trees and remove mulch from winter beds, to

weed if necessary, and to turn over the compost. Make it harder for those pesky insects to thrive by

raking up the piles of moldy leaves where they love to hide.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

The day, water, sun, moon, night — 

I do not have to purchase these things with money.

—PLAUTUS

BEST DAYS IN APRIL

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 1-2, 24-30

HARVEST: 1-2, 24-30   

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1-7, 24-30

FERTILIZE: 1-7, 24-30

DO NOT PLANT: 3-7 

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds:  8-15

PREPARE SOIL: 8-23

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds:  16-23

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.
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April 5-6 LA S T QU A R T E R PI S C E S MO O N

Very fruitful and productive

Fertilize plants already in flower like orchids whose need for water is easily satisfied 

with two ice cubes a week. Speaking of orchids, Susan Orleans’, The Orchid Thief is a 

fascinating addition to your spring reading list. This non-fiction page-turner about 

horticultural obsessions and high jinks in Florida is not a how-to garden book but 

it still has plenty of information for the orchid lover.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 7-8-9 NEW MOON IN ARIES     SO L A R EC L I P S E Barren and dry

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The April

New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Aries the Ram. Both the Sun and Moon in Aries signal the

strength of the increasing sunlight on the garden this month. Planting is not advised on the day of the

Solar Eclipse, which is April 8.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 10-11 WA X I N G TA U R U S MO O N Fruitful and productive

Plant annual herbs with outside seeds like basil and dill under the waxing moon. Dill is a member

of the carrot family with a taproot, and is favored during a Taurus moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 12-13  WA X I N G G E M I N I M O O N Barren and dry 

Plant annuals with outside seeds like lettuces, leafy greens, corn, cauliflower, and broccoli under the

increase of the moon. Strawberries crave acid and love to bed down with pine needles. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 14-15-16 WA X I N G CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Continue preparing the soil under a waxing moon when it is light and fluffy.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 17-18  FI R S T QU A R T E R LE O MO O N Barren and dry 

Peas and beans and squash, peppers and tomatoes are all annuals with inside seeds. 

If you haven’t already planted them, the first quarter moon is the right time to get a 

move-on.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April showers bring May flowers

S
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April 19-20-21  FI R S T QU A R T E R VI R G O MO O N Semi-barren

Continue to prepare the soil or plant annuals with inside seeds.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 22-23 FI R S T QU A R T E R LI B R A MO O N Semi-fruitful

Plant annual spring flowers, mow lawns for growth and propagate plants under the First Quarter

moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 24-25  FULL MOON IN SCORPIO Very fruitful and productive

LU N A R EC L I P S E

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of the Scorpion signals the completion of the growth phase of the

last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this practice

is that the Full Moon correlates with the time when fluids (sap inside the plant) have risen to their

monthly high. In the right zone April’s Full Moon can bring an abundant asparagus harvest.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

April 26-27 WA N I N G SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

When the moon is in the sign of the Centaur and decreasing in light it is time to plant apple trees.

Spray existing trees when not in flower to protect the honeybees. 

Give established roses their spring feeding.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

April 28-29 WA N I N G CA P R I C O R N MO O N Fruitful and productive 

Since fertilization is called for under the waning moon, here’s a recipe for Manure Tea. Add two to

three cups of dried manure to a garbage pail of water. Let set until it is the color of weak tea and

then feed it to your hungry plants. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

April 30 WA N I N G A Q U A R I U S M O O N Barren and dry

The waning moon is a favorable time to set out root crops like onions, carrots and

radishes or to prune roses and berries. Be careful not to remove the foliage from

spring or winter bulbs until they wither and turn brown. The green leaves are

storehouses for next year’s food and if you strip them too soon you won’t see any

flowers next season.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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M A Y  2 0 0 5
S P R I N G

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

MAY 1                      MAY 8      MAY 18                   MAY 23              MAY 30

Maia was the Roman goddess of spring and rebirth. 
Like the month of May that bears her name, 

Maia means "the maker".  

3

Every blade in the field,

every leaf in the forest

lays down its life in its season

as beautifully as it was taken up.

—HENRY DAVID THOREAU

T     Q      RS      T
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
M AY  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.  

May 1-2 LA S T QU A R T E R AQ U A R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

The next week of the last quarter moon is good for garden maintenance including destroying insects

and fertilizing. Aphids can be controlled by an application of soap and water.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 3-4 LA S T QU A R T E R PI S C E S MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Planting is not advised but these days are favorable for pruning roses and berries or deadheading

and picking off yellow leaves.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 5-6 L A S T Q U A R T E R A R I E S M O O N Barren and dry

Stick to garden cleanup by cutting deadwood from trees and shrubs and applying fresh mulch to

perennial beds. Peonies should be supported with rings or stakes before they start growing.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

BEST DAYS IN MAY

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1-7, 30-31

FERTILIZE: 1-7, 23-31

DO NOT PLANT: 1-7, 30-31

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds:  8-15

PREPARE SOIL: 8-22

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds:  16-22

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 23-29  

HARVEST: 23-29

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

Everyone is a moon and has a dark side

which he never shows to anybody.

—MARK TWAIN
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May 7 LA S T QU A R T E R TA U R U S MO O N Fruitful and productive

Continue with garden maintenance.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 8 NEW MOON IN TAURUS Fruitful and productive

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The May

New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Taurus the Bull. Both the Sun and Moon in fruitful Taurus

indicate that the next two weeks will be a favorable time to sow seeds and plant annual flowers and

vegetables with outside seeds.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 9-11 WA X I N G GE M I N I MO O N Barren and dry 

Mow fields and lawns for increased growth. Plant cabbages and annual herbs like basil, parsley,

fennel, and melons. Even though melons are annuals with inside seeds instead of the recommended

outside seeds it’s worth a try since they are also favorable when planted under a Gemini moon which

governs long, vine-like growth.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 12-13 WA X I N G CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Plant greens with outside seeds like lettuces, kale, collard greens and chard, as well as annual flowers.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 14-15 WA X I N G LE O MO O N Barren and dry    

More vegetables to plant with outside seeds are corn, cauliflower, and broccoli. Plants, like people,

thrive on a little extra attention. At Findhorn, the magical sand and gravel

plot in Scotland of the 1960’s, the vegetables grew in unbelievable quantities

and proportions. Findhorn gardeners credited the unexpected results to talk-

ing and listening to the plants while working in the garden.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

May 16-17-18 FI R S T QU A R T E R VI R G O MO O N

Semi-barren 

The first quarter moon is good for transplanting vegetables with inside seeds such as peas, beans

and tomatoes. Try an application of used coffee grounds and tea leaves at the base of your plants as

a natural fertilizer.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

S
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May 19-20  FI R S T QU A R T E R LI B R A MO O N Semi-fruitful 

Use these days of increasing moonlight to plant annual flowers or to mow lawns for growth.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 21-22 FI R S T QU A R T E R MO O N I N SC O R P I O Very fruitful and productive 

Continue to plant annuals that have inside seeds, like eggplants, squash and cucumbers. It’s also

time to set out tomato seedlings for hardening off.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 23-24  FULL MOON IN SAGITTARIUS Barren and dry

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Sagittarius, the Archer, signals the completion of the growth

phase of the last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind 

this practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time

when fluids (sap inside the plant) have risen to their monthly

high. The Full Moon in May is a good time to harvest rhubarb

and to make up spring bouquets and daisy chains.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 25- 26-27 WA N I N G CA P R I C O R N MO O N Fruitful and productive

When the moon is decreasing in light it is a favorable moon time to plant root vegetables like beets

(beets, being Jupiter-ruled, are best planted on a Jupiter day which is Thursday the 26th), pota-

toes, artichokes, onions, carrots, berries, and perennial flowers. Peonies are perennials that hate to

be moved so consider their location well to make sure it will be permanent.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

May 28-29 WA N I N G AQ U A R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

The waning moon is the time to fertilize plants that are already in bloom and to weed and thin out.

Roses thrive when dried-out banana skins are scattered at their base.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

May 30-31 LA S T QU A R T E R PI S C E S MO O N Very fruitful and productive

The last quarter moon is a good time to clean and oil your garden tools or to release ladybugs as a

natural insect control. After this chore is done; pick up a copy of My Garden (Book) by Jamaica

Kincaid, which I enjoyed once for the excellent writing and twice because it’s set in Vermont where

I first learned how to garden.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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J U N E  2 0 0 5
S U M M E R

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

JUNE 1                    JUNE 6     JUNE 15                 JUNE 22           JUNE 28 

WANING WAXING                                         WANING

June, the sixth month of the year, derives its name from 
Juno the Roman goddess of marriage. 

As queen of heaven, Juno is ruler of the high point of the year —
maximum light and minimum darkness. 

The Summer Solstice is on June 21, which is the longest day of 2005.

JUNE 21
SUMMER SOLSTICE

3

No thing great is created suddenly, any more than a

bunch of grapes or a fig,

If you tell me that you desire a fig, 

I answer you that there must be time. 

Let it first blossom, then bear fruit, then ripen.

—EPICTETUS

TQ      RS      T
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June 1-2 LA S T Q U A R T E R AR I E S MO O N

Barren and dry

The moon is in Aries, the sign that corresponds to iron. If a plant

has yellow leaves with veins that are still green, it may be suffering

from an iron deficiency. An effective treatment is an application of

chelated iron to the roots. Follow directions on the package.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

June 3-4-5 LA S T QU A R T E R TA U R U S MO O N

Fruitful and productive

It’s pruning time. Cut back by half spring blooming perennials

when their flowers are spent. This will promote re-bloom later in

the season. Pinch back fall bloomers to encourage fuller growth.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
J U N E  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

MR. MCGREGOR’S GARDEN

When Peter Rabbit narrowly

escaped from Mr. McGregor’s

garden, Mrs. Rabbit told him to

calm down and have some let-

tuces because “lettuces are so

soporific”. Could she have

known that lettuce contains

tiny amounts of opium and was

an old-time remedy for nerv-

ousness? Next time you’re a bit

anxious, take Mrs. Rabbit’s

advice and nibble on a leaf or

two from the garden.

BEST DAYS IN JUNE

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:1-5, 22-30

FERTILIZE: 1-5, 22-30

DO NOT PLANT: 1-5, 28-30

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 6-14

PREPARE SOIL: 6-21

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 15-21

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 22-27     

HARVEST: 22-27

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

The Glory of the Garden, it abideth not in words. 

—RUDYARD KIPLING
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June 6-7  NEW MOON IN GEMINI                          Barren and dry

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The June

New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Gemini the Twins. Both the Sun and Moon in Gemini indi-

cate that the next two weeks are the best time of the season for a growth spurt.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 8-9-10 WA X I N G CA N C E R MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Plant annual vegetables with outside seeds like corn, cauliflower, and broccoli in the light of the

waxing moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 11-12 WA X I N G LE O MO O N Barren and dry

Plant annual flowers like hot, spicy nasturtiums and sunflowers between vegetable rows. Most

herbs will also do well when planted under this waxing moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 13-14 FI R S T QU A R T E R VI R G O MO O N Semi-barren

These are the moon days to plant vegetables that have inside seeds like eggplants, squash, cucum-

bers and tomatoes.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 15-16-17 FI R S T QU A R T E R LI B R A MO O N Semi-fruitful

The first quarter moon is good for planting and transplanting annual flowers like 

marigolds, petunias and periwinkles.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 18-19 FIRST QU A R T E R MO O N I N SC O R P I O Very fruitful and productive

Use these moon days for mowing your lawn to promote growth and for propagating          

by digging and dividing.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________  

June 20-21 FI R S T QU A R T E R SA G I T TA R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

Second plantings of any annuals with inside seeds like peas and beans should go in on these moon

days.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

S
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� J U N E  2 1  •  S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E

The Summer Solstice is the longest day of the year, which marks the first day of summer. 

Solstice means to “stand still” which refers to the appearance of the sun, not to the garden. 

Most plants are basking in the long daylight hours and growing by leaps and bounds.

June 22 FULL MOON IN CAPRICORN                     Fruitful and productive

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Capricorn the Sea-Goat signals the completion of the growth phase

of the last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this prac-

tice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant) have risen

to their monthly high. The Full Moon in June is traditionally the time of the first harvest. The June

Full Moon is time to cut flowers and to harvest strawberries, salad greens and anything else that is ripe.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 23 WA N I N G CA P R I C O R N MO O N Frutful and productive

These moon days are good ones to dig and divide bulbs by separating them at the root or by cutting 

through the roots with a knife. Thin out and shape shrubs and plants that have already 

blossomed and pinch back tomato suckers to encourage bigger fruit.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

�

June 24-25 WA N I N G AQ U A R I U S MO O N Barren and dry

It’s also time to plant fall-blooming perennials like asters and mums and dahlia and gladiola bulbs.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 26-27 WA N I N G PI S C E S MO O N Very fruitful and productive

Plant perennials, root crops and bulbs. A Pisces moon is also a good time to start thinking about a

water feature for the garden. Goldfish combine nicely with water lilies in any large container.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 28-29 LA S T QU A R T E R AR I E S MO O N Barren and dry

The dark moon is the time for fertilizing with used coffee grounds and tea leaves and for controlling

those pesky slugs by baiting them with beer. Set out the beer in saucers and wish them a happy ending.

Those who are not squeamish can hand pick slugs when they come out in the evening or on a rainy day.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

June 30 LA S T QU A R T E R TA U R U S MO On                                   Fruitful and productive

Continue garden maintenance by making sure your garden tools are cleaned and oiled.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Q
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J U LY  2 0 0 5
S U M M E R

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

JULY 1                    JULY 6     JULY 14                   JULY 21               JULY 28 

WANING WAXING                                         WANING

July was named in honor of Julius Cæsar. 
Like the great Roman emperor, 

the garden is at the height of glory during July. 

3

May God’s Benediction shine on you

Like the sun shines on 

the summers’ opening flowers.

But should it be that crosses come 

To bring you naught but pain,

Remember, God the Gardener knows

When flowers need the rain

—HOLY CARD, 1955

TQ      RS      T
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DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
J U LY  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

July 1-2 LAST QUARTER TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

The dark of the moon is the best time in the lunar month for garden maintenance. Pick up all fallen

fruit so it does not attract worms or yellow jackets. Organic wasp traps can be found at

www.groworganic.com  

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 3-5 LAST QUARTER GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

Continue garden maintenance by staking tall plants like beans, delphiniums and gladiolas. Pick off

suckers from tomatoes, weed and hoe as needed.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 6-7 NEW MOON IN CANCER                    Very fruitful and productive

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The July

New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Cancer the Crab. Both the Sun and Moon in fertile Cancer

indicate that the next two weeks are the best time of the month for growth. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

S

BEST DAYS IN JULY

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities.Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:1-5, 21-31

FERTILIZE: 1-5, 21-31

DO NOT PLANT: 1-5, 28-31

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 6-13

PREPARE SOIL: 6-20

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 14-20

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 21-27     

HARVEST: 21-27

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

The ripest peach is highest on the tree.

—JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY
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July 8-9 WAXING LEO MOON Barren and dry

Continue to plant summer annuals with outside seeds in the light of the waxing moon. These include

vegetables such as corn, cauliflower, cabbage and broccoli and flowers like 

salvias and zinnias.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 10-11-12 WAXING VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

These days are good ones to transition the lawn from chemicals to organics. In How to get your Lawn

& Garden off Drugs, Carole Rubin relates that in order to ease the changeover it is necessary to aer-

ate the grass first, then top dress it with pest-resistant seed and finely screened compost.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 13- 14 WAXING AND FIRST QUARTER LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

The waxing moon is a good time to discard annual flowers that are looking ragged. Replace them

with heat-lovers such as daisies, portulaca and sunflowers.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 15-16 FIRST SCORPIO QUARTER MOON

Very fruitful and productive

From the 15th until the full moon on the 21st is a favorable time to plant fall

annuals with inside seeds that produce above ground such as pumpkins, 

squash and gourds.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 17-18-19 FIRST QUARTER SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

Take this opportunity to work the soil and prepare beds for planting when the soil is 

lighter and easier to work under the waxing moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 20 FIRST QUARTER CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

Continue to plant fall annuals with inside seeds. Make a note to order tulips 

and other bulbs for fall planting.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Oh roses for the flush of youth,

And laurel for the perfect prime;

But pluck an ivy branch for me

Grown old before my time.
—SONG 1862
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QJuly 21 FULL MOON IN CAPRICORN                 Fruitful and productive

The light of the moon is at its brightest this month in the zodiac sign of Capricorn the Sea-Goat and

signals the completion of the growth phase of the last two weeks. This is the second Capricorn Full

Moon (the first one was in June), which illustrates the “capricious” nature of the moon. Traditional

lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this practice is that the Full Moon cor-

relates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant) have risen

to their monthly high. During the Capricorn Full Moon, harvest

berries, mushrooms, early beans, herbs and salad greens. The best

time of day to harvest is in the morning or in the cool of the evening.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

July 22-23 WANING AQUARIUS MOON Barren and dry

If your Full Moon harvest included an abundance of lavender here are the direc-

tions to make a unique gift — a Lavender Wand. Begin by cutting 25-30 lavender

stalks of similar length when flower spikes are in bud. Remove the lower leaves

from stalks and with a short length of string, wrap and tie stalks as close to the flow-

ers as possible. Grasping one stalk at a time bend it backwards to cover the flowers.

When all stalks are bent back, wrap and tie again with a pretty ribbon. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 24-25 WANING PISCES MOON Very fruitful and productive

The waning moon signals the time to plant perennials, root crops and bulbs, but tradition says not

to plant potatoes under a Pisces Moon. The reason behind this is that the sign of Pisces corresponds

to the feet and when potatoes are planted under a Pisces moon they tend to grow unsightly 

“toes”. Fertilizing roses, fuchsias, orchids, ferns and fall bloomers like chrysanthemums is 

favored until the end of the month.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 26-27 WANING ARIES MOON Barren and dry

Plant perennials such as fruit trees (citrus, avocado and mango), tropical palms and 

ferns. Dig and divide irises after blooming. Weed and hoe as needed until the end of 

the month.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

July 28-29 LAST QUARTER TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

Planting is not advised but the next four days of the dark moon are favored for dealing with garden

pests. Examine the undersides of leaves of plants for whitefly, which can be washed off with water.

Pick off and discard any leaves that have long waxy strands hanging from them.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Harvest lavender in

late morning after 

the dew has dried.
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July 30-31 LAST QUARTER GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

Yet another solution to the perennial slug problem is to loosely roll up newspapers, dampen them

and place them in the garden at night when slugs will be feeding. In the morning the newspapers

can be disposed of or burned with the slugs trapped inside. If this fails, pick up a copy of Loren

Nancarrow’s Dead Snails Tell No Tales. Here in San Diego, Mr. Nancarrow is renowned as a local

weather forecaster, but his book is a gardening classic.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

O

A U G U S T  2 0 0 5
S U M M E R

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

AUGUST 1                AUGUST 5     AUGUST 13             AUGUST 19           AUGUST 26 

WANING WAXING                                         WANING

August is named after another Roman emperor, Augustus, 
who was a grandnephew of Julius Caesar. The word “august” means full of solemn

splendor and dignity, which is a perfect description of the garden in the last
month of the summer season.

3

TQ      RS      T
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August 1 LAST QUARTER GEMINI MOON

Barren and dry

Do not plant or sow seeds of any kind during the last quarter of

the moon but do use these days for controlling insects, fertiliz-

ing and weeding.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

August 2-3 LAST QUARTER CANCER MOON

Very fruitful and productive

To get rid of aphids, plant cloves of garlic among the roots of the

infected plant or make an infusion by crushing the cloves in

water and spray it onto the leaves. Most insects will hate land-

ing on leaves that have been heavily dusted with flour, but don’t

try this in wet weather!   

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

BEST DAYS IN AUGUST

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:1-4, 19-31

FERTILIZE: 1-4, 19-31

DO NOT PLANT: 1-4, 26-31

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 5-12

PREPARE SOIL: 5-18

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 13-18

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 19-25     

HARVEST: 19-25

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
A U G U ST  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

BERRY JAM

Put berries into the tallest pot

you have in your kitchen, crush-

ing the berries with the back of a

spoon. Add a small amount of

water equal to a quarter of the

amount of berries. Boil and then

reduce the heat and cook until

thick. Because this can take up

to a half an hour remember to

keep stirring. To test for done-

ness, place a small amount of jam

on a spoon and let it cool slight-

ly. Tilt the spoon. If the jam

sheets or falls off in a solid drop,

you’re jammin’.

To order the best jam in the

western world visit Kris and

Pete’s Natural Berry Farm at 

www.krisandpetes.com

The moon like a flower

In heaven’s high bower

With silent delight,

Sits and smiles on the night.

—WILLIMA BLAKE
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August 4-5-6 NEW MOON IN LEO                              Barren and dry

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The

August New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Leo the Lion. Both the Sun and Moon in the same

sign indicate that the next two weeks are the best time of the season for growth.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 7-8 WAXING VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

Plant cool-loving greens with outside seeds like lettuce, spinach and kale during the next four days

of the waxing moon.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 9-10-11 WAXING LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

In the light of the waxing Libra moon, prepare the soil for planting out annual flowers for a color-

ful accent or filler.

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

S August 12-13 FIRST QUARTER SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

It is important to consider the time of day when planting. The golden rule for 

setting out plants is “after 4PM” (when the heat of the sun is decreasing) or 

during a light rain. This will give them a better chance of settling in. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 14-15 FIRST QUARTER SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

In the words of a wise old song, “there are two things that money can’t buy: true love

and home-grown tomatoes.” To encourage a deep red color to your tomatoes, mix

wood ash and burnt soil in equal proportions and apply to the base of each plant.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 16-17 FIRST QUARTER CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

In the warmer zones below the Mason-Dixon line, the first quarter moon is a propitious time to set

out transplants of eggplants, peppers and tomatoes for a fall harvest.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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August 18-19 FULL MOON IN AQUARIUS Barren and dry

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Aquarius the Water Bearer signals the completion of the growth

phase of the last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind

this practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the

plant) have risen to their monthly high. If you harvest the plumpest pods of peas and beans you will

double the production of the plant. Garlic is ready to be pulled if the leaf tips have turned yellow.

Day lilies and the flowers of bee balm can be harvested to add color and flavor to any salad.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 20-21 WANING PISCES MOON Very fruitful and productive

The next six days of the waning moon are favorable for planting perennial flowers that 

bloom in fall and for setting out beets, cabbages, radishes and leeks, which can be 

harvested throughout fall and winter in the warmer zones. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 22-23 WANING ARIES MOON Barren and dry      

The light of the waning moon is a good time to mulch with fresh or dried grass clippings and to pinch

back to encourage branching. If lilies are in bloom, they are probably hungry and would appreciate

a dressing of wood ash. Pink or white hydrangeas can be persuaded to turn blue by planting a hand-

ful of rusty nails in the soil around the roots.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 24-25 WANING TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

Dig and divide bulbs. Tall and lanky plants like sunflowers, delphiniums and hollyhocks will bene-

fit from a weekly feed of stale beer or ale. Weed and hoe as needed.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 26-27-28 LAST QUARTER GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

The last quarter moon is the time for garden maintenance, which will last until the end of the month

Dig and divide perennials that have become overcrowded. Prune back any withered berry canes.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

August 29-30 LAST QUARTER CANCER MOON Very fruitful and productive

Continue garden maintenance by tidying up any plants with diseased branches and removing suck-

ers on vines. Weed as needed.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Q
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S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 5
FA L L

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

SEPTEMBER 1           SEPTEMBER 3     SEPTEMBER 11      SEPTEMBER 17-18  SEPTEMBER 25 

WANING WAXING                                         WANING

In September the summer begins to wind down, 
and the first day of the fall season is celebrated on September 22. 

The Fall Equinox is the third seasonal marker of the year and marks the time of
the harvest. It is a day of equal balance between day and night.

3

SEPTEMBER 22
FALL EQUINOX

August 31 LAST QUARTER LEO MOON Barren and dry

The dark moon is a good time to consider some old wives tales about what will happen if you don’t

take proper care of your garden tools. According to A Miscellany of Garden Wisdom a rake left out

with the teeth facing up promises a bad harvest and a hoe left standing in the garden after sunset

prevents a good nights sleep. On the other hand, a spade is best left outdoors because when it is car-

ried inside it has a mysterious propensity to cut your luck!

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

TQ      RS      T
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BEST DAYS IN SEPTEMBER

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities.Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1-2, 18-30

FERTILIZE: 1-2, 18-30

DO NOT PLANT: 1-2, 25-30

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 3-10

PREPARE SOIL: 3-17

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 11-24

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 18-24

HARVEST: 18-24     

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

September 1-2 LAST QUARTER LEO MOON

Barren and dry

Garden maintenance includes less water for most perennials especially roses and

shrubs. Make an effort to keep weeds down in all garden beds. Prune berry

canes and fertilize for the last time of the season.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 3-4 NEW MOON IN VIRGO

Semi-barren

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next

two weeks. The September New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Virgo the

Virgin. Both the Sun and Moon in the same sign indicate that the next two

weeks are the best time of the month for growth.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shine on, Shine on, Harvest Moon.

—TRADITIONAL SONG

S

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
S E P TE M B E R  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your 

area and a healthy dose of common sense. Water any time 

during the lunar month.
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September 5-6-7 WAXING LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

Under the waxing moon it is time to plant out fall annuals with outside seeds, which includes veg-

etables like mustard greens, spinach, broccoli, kale and cabbage. In the flower department this

means winter pansies and mums. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

September 8-9 WAXING SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

Continue planting fall annuals under this fertile waxing moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 10-11 FIRST QUARTER SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

In most zones the time to plant annuals with inside seeds is over, but in the warmer zones peas, bush

beans and tomatoes can still be planted for a winter harvest.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________    

September 12-13 FIRST QUARTER CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

Continue planting annuals with inside seeds if your weather zone permits.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 14-15-16 FIRST QUARTER AQUARIUS MOON Barren and dry

To get ready for the tomato harvest read In Praise of Tomatoes by Steven Shepard. In this book

Shepard reviews a year of his life as a home tomato grower. Since his entire garden consists of a

small raised box in his suburban front yard this book is a real inspiration!

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 17-18 FULL MOON IN PISCES Very fruitful and productive

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Pisces the Fishes signals the completion of the growth phase of

the last two weeks.  Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this prac-

tice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant) have

risen to their monthly high. Onions, squash and tomatoes will be ready for harvest in many zones.

Grape vines are ready to be cut for wreaths and the fruit makes a nice jelly if you don’t mind the

seeds. If you live in the northeast or the northwest it’s apple picking time. The bruised apples and

the drops can be saved to make cider.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 18-19 WANING ARIES MOON Barren and dry

Spring bulbs like daffodils, hyacinths and tulips, can be successfully planted in most zones during

the next four days of the waning moon. Add a sprinkling of bone meal to the hole before planting

the bulb. Remember that the bulb goes in with the root facing downwards. Water thoroughly.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Q



-83--82-

September 20-21-22 WANING TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

Make preparations to seed or sod your lawn on the first day of Fall. It is also a good time to reseed

bare spots in an old lawn that needs a face-lift. If you listen to the weather report and fertilize your

lawn right before it rains the rain will distribute the fertilizer and also cut down on your water bill.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 23-24 LAST QUARTER GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

The last quarter moon lasts until the end of the month and is the time for garden maintenance. To

control pests, including mice, woodchucks and moles, write them a note with your request that they

leave, place it in the garden, and hope for the best. Do let me know if they respond! 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 25-26-27 LAST QUARTER CANCER MOON Very fruitful and productive

Remove any leftover annuals and keep up on weeding. Stop fertilizing trees and shrubs. Order fruit

trees for planting next month.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 28-29 LAST QUARTER LEO MOON Barren and dry

Continue garden maintenance by marking perennials and spent bulbs with permanent tags so you

can find them next spring. Repot and fertilize all houseplants that have been summering outside. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

September 30 LAST QUARTER VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

In most zones September is the last month to fertilize roses. After fertilizing, water thoroughly but

not from overhead, which can cause mildew. Remove all spent blooms and pick off infected leaves.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

� S E P T E M B E R  2 2 •  FA L L  E Q U I N O X

The first day of fall starts on the Fall Equinox, which is a day of 

equal balance between day and night. After the Equinox the light will

begin to fade, sending a signal to the plant world that it is time 

to draw the life force inward in preparation for winter.

�
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O C TO B E R  2 0 0 5
FA L L

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

OCTOBER 1              OCTOBER 3     OCTOBER 10            OCTOBER 17       OCTOBER 25 

WANING WAXING            LUNAR ECLIPSE WANING

October is the second month of the fall season when the natural world 
begins to pull its energy down underneath the earth. 

The Harvest Moon on October 17 signals the end of the growing season in 
northern zones which means it’s time to put the garden to bed.

3

TQ      RS      T

The kiss of the sun for pardon,

The song of the birds for mirth,

One is nearer God’s Heart in a garden

Than anywhere else on earth.

—MRS. DOROTHY FRANCES GURNEY
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BEST DAYS IN OCTOBER

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:1-2, 17-31 

FERTILIZE: 1-2, 17-31

DO NOT PLANT: 1-2, 24-31

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 3-16 

PREPARE SOIL: 3-9

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: :10-16   

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 17-23      

HARVEST: 17-23

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
O CTO B E R  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

October 1-2 LAST QUARTER VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

Garden maintenance includes mowing over any remaining leaves

and applying fertilizer to lawns. This will save raking and turn the

leaves into mulch for the lawn. Weed and turn over garden beds to

prepare for next spring. Apply lime and manure.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

October 3-4 NEW MOON IN LIBRA Semi-fruitful

SOLAR ECLIPSE

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts

for the next two weeks. The October New Moon occurs in the zodi-

ac sign of Libra the Scales. Both the Sun and Moon in the same sign indicate that the next two weeks

are the best time of the season for growth. Planting is not advised on the day of the Solar Eclipse.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

WART WITCHERY

What do potatoes and warts

have in common with the full

moon?  Try this wart-removing

remedy and you might start to

understand the connection.

On a night when the moon is

full, take a potato, cut it in

half and rub it on the affected

area, then bury the potato in

the garden. The wart will dis-

appear within three full

moons.  

S

A full moon bodes fair weather.

A clear moon, a frost soon.

—TRADITIONAL SAYING
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October 5-6 WAXING SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

In colder zones the garden is winding down but hot climates like the south and southwest the grow-

ing season is just beginning. According to What To Do Each Month in the Garden if you live in a sun-

shine state like California or Florida “there are over 25 varieties of vegetables that can be grown this

month”. Some plants that are good for planting under this waxing moon are lettuce, purple or white

kale, mustard, spinach and strawberries.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 7-8-9 WAXING SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

In colder zones prepare to plant annual cover crops like clover. In warm zones 

get ready to plant annual flowers with outside seeds include snapdragons, 

pansies, petunias and poppies. But it is best to wait until tomorrow when the

moon moves into the fertile sign of Capricorn.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 10-11 WAXING AND FIRST QUARTER CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

October’s favorite annual vegetable with inside seeds is the subject of The Pumpkin People by David

and Maggie Cavaguaro. This book is a 1970’s classic that magically illustrates the complete growth

cycle from pumpkin seeds to carved jack-o’-lanterns to compost. The authors wisely observe that,

“In the faces of the pumpkin people we saw ourselves.”  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 12-13 FIRST QUARTER AQUARIUS MOON Barren and dry

Transplant evergreens, trees and shrubs, water thoroughly and apply a thick layer of mulch. Collect

and save seeds from your favorite annuals with inside seeds like peppers, tomatoes, squash and

pumpkins for next spring.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 14-15 FIRST QUARTER PISCES MOON Very fruitful and productive

Continue transplanting or take a walk to collect seedpods, dried grasses, cattails, vines 

and any other gifts from nature’s harvest for fall and winter arrangements.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 16-17 FULL MOON IN ARIES Barren and dry

LUNAR ECLIPSE

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Aries the Ram signals the completion of the growth

phase of the last two weeks. Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The rea-

son behind this practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when flu-

ids (sap inside the plant) have risen to their monthly high. This is the Harvest Moon and

signals the end of the growing season. All flowers and most vegetables, including toma-

toes, squash and pumpkins (if the stems are shriveled up) should be collected under the

light of the Harvest Moon. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Q
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October 18-19 WANING TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

Weather permitting, this waning earth moon is a good time to plant bulbs for

spring. Spring bulbs like daffodils, hyacinths and tulips can be planted in most

zones during the next four days of the waning moon. Sprinkle bone meal into the

hole before planting the bulb. Water thoroughly.

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 20-21 WANING GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

Rake up leaves for the compost. Mulch all berries with straw. Turn over soil in veg-

etable beds for spring. Trim back vines. Clean up perennial beds by removing and

burning old stalks. Plant perennials and bulbs in pots for indoor color. Store the pots

in a cool, dark place until new growth appears when they can be moved to a bright

window.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 22-23-24 WANING CANCER MOON Very fruitful and productive

In colder zones plant perennials like Virginia creeper for next year’s fall foliage. This

perennial vine turns red in fall and spreads like wildfire. If planted now it will have the 

whole winter to establish its roots.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 25-26 LAST QUARTER LEO MOON Very fruitful and productive

Garden maintenance includes spraying fruit trees and roses to prevent aphids and other diseases. To

ward off hungry rabbits, fruit trees can be wrapped in bands of tarpaper up to three feet high. In

winter weather zones bring in container plants.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 27-28-29 LAST QUARTER VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

Garden maintenance continues until the end of the month. Cut back and divide perennials. Dig and

separate bulbs. Pull out annuals after harvest. Rake leaves and mulch all garden beds

to protect bulbs, perennial flowers, vegetables and strawberries. Secure berry

canes to stakes.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

October 30-31 LAST QUARTER LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

Clean, oil and put away all garden tools. If you are in a cold zone that freezes in winter, drain and

store garden hoses. Carve jack-o-lanterns for Halloween and save the seeds for roasting.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 5
FA L L

LAST QUARTER NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER

NOVEMBER 1          NOVEMBER 2     NOVEMBER 9          NOVEMBER 16    NOVEMBER 23

WANING WAXING                                         WANING

As the days grow shorter and the nights grow longer, the garden in 
northern zones is entering into a period of well-earned rest. 

Unless you live in one of the southernmost states where the cooler weather 
signals the beginning of the planting season, 

apply the suggestions in the Garden Calendar to houseplants.

3

Softly, silently, now the moon

Walks the night in her silver shoon;

This way, and that, she peers, and sees

Silver fruit upon silver trees.

—WALTER DE LA MARE

TQ      RS      T
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BEST DAYS IN NOVEMBER

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities.Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 1, 16-30

FERTILIZE: 1, 16-30

DO NOT PLANT: 1, 23-30

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: 2-8

PREPARE SOIL: 2-15

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 9-15 

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 16-22

HARVEST: 16-22     

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy

dose of common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

November 1 LAST QUARTER SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

Buy amaryllis bulbs and potted Christmas cactus for winter blooms. Give them

plenty of light until the first flowers appear but not too much water. Houseplants

can drown by standing in saucers filled with water. Too much moisture can kill as

easily as too little.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

November 2-3 NEW MOON IN SCORPIO Very fruitful and productive

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. The

November New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of the Scorpion. If you live in a warm zone where

winter is the growing season the next two weeks are the best times in November to sow seeds and

plant cuttings.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

S

Some worship for God the Sun, some the Moon.
—SIR THOMAS MORE
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November 4-5 WAXING SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

Growing sprouts is an interesting variation on planting annuals with outside seeds. Buy alfalfa seeds

and mung beans at your local health food store in preparation for sprouting tomorrow under a fer-

tile waxing moon. You will need two large glass jars with lids and two pieces of screen or cheese-

cloth for straining the sprouts.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 6-7 WAXING CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

In Astrological Gardening, the pioneer book on planting with the rhythms and cycles of nature, Louise

Riotte writes that by germinating sprouts you can harness the fantastic power of the sun and make

it work for you all year long. Alfalfa seeds and mung beans are the easiest to grow. Place a layer of

seeds and beans in two separate jars and cover them with about a half-inch of water. Let sit for one

day at room temperature. Strain and continue to rinse with fresh water daily until they reach matu-

rity. Sprouts started under this Capricorn moon have a quick germination rate.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 8-9 FIRST QUARTER AQUARIUS MOON Barren and dry

Instead of planting annuals with inside seeds like beans, try cooking them! As many third world

countries have long been aware dried beans and rice make up a complete protein. Think of how far

a homemade bean soup or black beans and rice can go to dispel low-winter-light blues. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 10-11 FIRST QUARTER PISCES MOON Very fruitful and productive

In southern zones it’s not too late to plant peas, sow wildflowers and transplant trees, shrubs and

evergreens under the fertile light of the first quarter moon.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 12-13 FIRST QUARTER ARIES MOON Barren and dry    

As the sun sets earlier and garden tasks lessen, take a moment to consider one of the oldest and most

delightful garden ornaments, the Gazing Ball. Gazing Balls originated in Venice in the 1400’s. They

are made of glass and are believed to bring good luck and fertility. Learn more about how these balls

of light reflect both the Sun and the Moon into your garden at www.homeandgardentreasures.com

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________   

November 14-15 FIRST QUARTER TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive  

The light of this fertile moon is favorable for sowing seeds or planting annual flowers such as pop-

pies, sweet peas, and winter pansies. Weather permitting, it is also a good time for seeding lawns.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  



-99--98-

November 16 FULL MOON IN TAURUS Fruitful and productive

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Taurus the Bull signals the completion of the growth phase of

the last two weeks.  Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this prac-

tice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant) have

risen to their monthly high. Harvest all late root crops, cabbage, broccoli and cauliflowers, any left-

over pumpkins and squash and cranberries. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 17-18 WANING GEMINI MOON Barren and dry

In warmer zones the waning moon is a good time to plant cloves of garlic with the

pointed end up for next summer’s harvest and to set out peony roots with a sprin-

kling of fertilizer.

_______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

November 19-20 WANING CANCER MOON Very fruitful and productive

It’s tulip-planting time. Dig deep and sprinkle with bone meal before setting the bulb for a glorious

spring showing.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________________   

Q November 21-22-23 WANING LEO MOON Barren and dry

If the ground is still workable continue planting bulbs. Make sure indoor amaryllis, paper whites

and Christmas cactus are getting lots of sunlight and little water.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

November 24-25 LAST QUARTER VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

An important part of garden maintenance is feeding the birds. This Thanksgiving 

give them a special gift of appreciation for their helpful assistance in keeping 

down insects in the garden. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________      

November 26-28 LAST QUARTER LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

Garden maintenance also includes destroying insects on houseplants with a homemade mash

of red peppers, garlic and onions. Let stand for 24 hours, strain and add water. Spray on

the leaves of infected plants.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  
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November 29-30 LAST QUARTER SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

The last quarter moon is the time to give the last finishing touch to putting the garden to bed. Spread

a thick layer of mulch. Clean, oil and put away garden tools and store garden equipment. In south-

ern climates these are good days to prune citrus trees, roses and perennial herbs like rosemary, sage

and thyme. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 5
W I N T E R

NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON LAST QUARTER NEW MOON

DECEMBER 1     DECEMBER 8          DECEMBER 15      DECEMBER 23       DECEMBER 31

WAXING                                           WANING

ST     Q      R     S

December is the last month of the year and December 21 is the first day of winter.
The first day of winter is also known as the Winter Solstice, 

which is the shortest day and longest night of the year.  
If you live in one of the southernmost states where the cooler weather signals the
beginning of the planting season, apply the suggestions in the Calendar to your

garden. If you live in the northern zones use the suggestions for houseplants.

3
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December 1-2 NEW MOON IN SAGITTARIUS Barren and dry

The New Moon signals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. In

December the New Moon occurs twice, once on December 1 and again on the last day of the

month. The first New Moon occurs in the zodiac sign of Sagittarius, the

Archer.  If you live in a warm zone where winter is the growing season

the next two weeks are the best times in December to sow seeds and

plant cuttings.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

December 3-4 WAXING CAPRICORN MOON Fruitful and productive

If your holiday season includes decorating a tree, consider buying a liv-

ing evergreen under this fertile waxing moon. It’s good for the tree and

it’s good for you. Keep the living tree outside in its container until the

week before Christmas and make sure to water it thoroughly. In order

to minimize the disturbance to its natural cycle, the tree should not

remain indoors for more than two weeks. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

BEST DAYS IN DECEMBER

BEST DAYS provides an overview of the month as a guide for gardeners 

who like to plan ahead. Best Days tells at a glance which moon days are best for different

garden activities. Water as needed any time during the lunar month. 

For further suggestions refer to the monthly garden calendar.

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Outside Seeds: 1-7, 31 

PREPARE SOIL: 1-14, 31

PLANT and SOW Annuals with Inside Seeds: :8-14

PLANT Perennials, Root Crops and Bulbs: 15-22      

HARVEST: 15-22

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: 15-30 

FERTILIZE: 15-30

DO NOT PLANT: 23-30

See the Glossary for descriptions of 

annuals with inside seeds, annuals of outside seeds, perennials, root crops and bulbs.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE INCLUDES: controlling insects and pests, cleaning tools and 

maintaining records, working the soil and mulching, ordering seeds, plants and garden 

ornaments, weeding, raking, pruning, deadheading, mowing and cutting back.

DAY- BY- DAY  G A R D E N  C A L E N DA R  
D EC E M B E R  2 0 0 5

For best results combine the information with the weather in your area and a healthy dose of 

common sense. Water any time during the lunar month.

According to the

University of Illinois

Extension Program,

“Poinsettias originated in

Central America where the

Aztecs used the sap to

control fevers and the

leaves to make a reddish

dye.” Joel Roberts

Poinsett, for whom they

are named, discovered

poinsettias in the early

1800’s. Today the Ecke

family in southern

California is recognized as

the leading producer of

poinsettias in the U.S.

S

At Christmas I no more desire a rose

Than wish a snow in May’s new-fangled mirth;

But like of each thing that in season grows.
—SHAKESPEARE
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December 5-6 WAXING AQUARIUS MOON Barren and dry

This waxing moon is a favorable time to root ivy into topiary creations as gifts from the garden.

Weather permitting, the waxing moon is favorable for planting annuals with outside seeds.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 7-8 FIRST QUARTER PISCES MOON Very fruitful and productive

This first quarter fertile moon, which continues through the 13th, is a favorable time in southern

zones to start peppers and tomatoes. The seedlings will be ready to plant out in eight weeks.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 9-10-11 FIRST QUARTER ARIES Barren and dry

The red leaves of the poinsettia plant make it the primary flower of the holiday season and the first quar-

ter moon is a good time to purchase them. Poinsettias require bright indirect light and frequent watering.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 12-13 FIRST QUARTER TAURUS MOON Fruitful and productive

In southern zones, continue to plant annuals with inside seeds under this fertile first 

quarter moon. Taurus favors the development of a strong root system.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 14-15 FULL MOON IN GEMINI Barren and dry

The Full Moon in the zodiac sign of Gemini the Twins signals the completion of the growth phase

of the last two weeks.  Traditional lore tells us to harvest at the Full Moon. The reason behind this

practice is that the Full Moon correlates with the time on earth when fluids (sap inside the plant)   

have risen to their monthly high. This is a good time of the lunar month to harvest a tree 

or to cut seasonal greens for decorations.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 16-17-18 WANING CANCER MOON Very fruitful and productive

Take cuttings under this fertile waning moon and place them in water. Transplant them to potting soil

when the roots show. Fertilize plants if they are in bloom.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 19-20 WANING LEO MOON Barren and dry

Stocking or Hanukah gifts to consider for your favorite gardener might be new pruning shears, 

garden gloves, a rosemary tree or a wreath of dried flowers, and a copy of 

Gardening by the Light of the Moon 2006. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Q
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December 26-27 LAST QUARTER SCORPIO MOON Very fruitful and productive

Garden maintenance includes removing decorative wrapping from gift plants and placing away from

the heat of fireplaces and heat vents.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 28-29 LAST QUARTER SAGITTARIUS MOON Barren and dry

In southern zones citrus trees can be protected from occasional frost by watering before the sun

rises. Continue maintenance by destroying insects and controlling pests. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 30-31 NEW MOON IN CAPRICORN Fruitful and productive

The second New Moon in December occurs in the zodiac sign of Capricorn the Sea-Goat and sig-

nals the beginning of a growth period that lasts for the next two weeks. It is fitting that 2005 end

with a New Moon because all endings contain within them the seeds of new beginnings.  Our jour-

ney through the garden year is now completed. Having circled back to where we started, we are

ready to begin again.

S

December 21-22-23 WANING VIRGO MOON Semi-barren

If you still need a last minute gift, make a trip to your local garden store for a red amaryllis in full bloom.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

December 24-25 LAST QUARTER LIBRA MOON Semi-fruitful

The colors of winter are traditionally red and green and white. The red of poinsettias and berries

are the color of blood that is the heart of life, and the green of evergreen trees and boughs reassure 

us that there is no real death. Holiday lights encourage our light (the Sun) to return 

from its darkest hour. Taken together all three colors give out the message of hope that 

life on earth will continue for another year. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

� D E C E M B E R  2 1 •  W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E

The first day of winter is called the Winter Solstice. It is the shortest day and the longest night of the year

when the sun appears to “stand still”. In olden days it was believed that music, bonfires, and feasts would help

to cheer the sun back to full strength. Today this tradition is carried out through holiday parties 

and by decorating and lighting evergreen trees.

�
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